Executive Board Annual Report 2022

Name of the Section/Network/Temporary Working Group: Ethics of mediated Suffering

Management team:
Chair: Richard Stupart
Vice-chair: Stijn Joye
Vice-chair: Johanna Sumiala
ECREA Representative: Ekwutosi Nwakpu


Social media:
The TWG has no organisational social media presence, but we have promoted our events using our personal accounts at various points (@wheretheroad, @stijnjoye, @maria_kyriakid in the 2002-3 period) 

Activities in 2022:
Our two major events for 2022 were our preconference event and our witnessing reading group. The preconference was held in the run up to the 2022 main conference and was an entirely online half-day event consisting of presentations and a panel discussion, followed by a general discussion by TWG members and guests about the state of the field and what would be useful to develop as projects going forward. Feedback on the format was positive, as it was a light-touch, focused event that was widely accessible. Our second major project was developing a reading group on the topic of witnessing that meets once a month to discuss readings related to witnessing ideas/theoretical approaches. The group is still going strong and currently has 23 members.

Plans for 2023:
We intend to hold two more half-day, focused sessions on the topics of victimhood and audience studies/response to appeals. We will be continuing the witnessing reading group, but are also currently planning to start up another on the topic of victimhood in autumn, with a view to having an in-person event linked to it in early 2024. We are also intending to reach out to some of the other TWGs and ECREA sections that we have a thematic affinity with (such as diasporic media and emotions in particular) to see what collaborations might be possible. We are also hoping to collaborate on with an academic network on media and death/dying, coordinated by Tal Morse.
